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Resting Policy

The Australian Caravan Club Limited (ACC) has established this policy to:

 define resting, and
 establish guiding principles (code of conduct) that members are expected to

adhere to.

Definition:

Within this policy resting is defined, as any rest break taken during a journey. Resting
can be during daylight hours or overnight.

Note: Resting generally means a stop during a journey before reaching a destination
for camping.

ACC encourages its members to plan their trip with sufficient and appropriate rest
breaks for a safe arrival. We embrace the States’ driver reviver strategy.

Guiding principles (code of conduct) for use of rest areas:

As members of Australian Caravan Club Limited we will abide by the following
principles.

1. Only stop at any rest area for a period of up to 18 hours or any longer period
permitted by State regulations or signage at the rest area.

Note: When travelling in remote outback areas it is important to carefully
examine and review maps to determine whether any permits are required or
whether a public road traverses private land. It is inappropriate to rest on
private land without permission.

2. Obtain permission from any relevant authority shown on the signage at the rest
area and if required pay the nominated fee.



4. Abide by the ACCESS policy where the rest area is available to “Self Contained
Vehicles” only and will, where directed, retain all rubbish, grey and black water
within our RV.

5. Where any site allows grey water to be released, do so discreetly onto the
ground, in a manner that ensures the water quickly soaks into the ground. We
will ensure that grey water:

 does not pool on the ground, or
 is not discharged onto any paved area;
 is not discharged into or near any water course or into any stormwater

channel;
 is not discharged in close proximity to any other RV or onto a site that

another RV could use;
 if retained, is disposed of at a designated dump point.

Note: the World Health Organisation states that grey water retained contains
Thermo tolerant coli forms that multiply by between 10 and 100 times during
the first 24 to 48 hours of storage. (It essentially becomes black water when
stored).

6. Retain all black water and dispose of it at a designated dump point.

In remote areas, with no dump point available, black water can be disposed of
by selecting a discreet location that is:

 at least 100m from any water way,
 not in proximity to any area that could be used by another traveller.

Then, dig a hole to bury the black water ensuring there is at least 500mm of
earth covering the dumped black water.

7. Not use awnings, chairs or barbecues in any major roadside rest area that could
potentially encroach upon other users of the rest area. Awnings, chairs and/ or
barbecues will only be used at informal sites when their use does not impact on
other persons or RVs. These items are to be packed away immediately after use
(i.e. they should not be left set up overnight and evidence camping rather than
resting.

8. Where practicable leave the caravans attached to the tow vehicle during the
resting period. It is however considered acceptable to:

 use a jockey wheel to stabilise the caravan and take the weight from the
tow ball;

 partially unhitch to level the caravan for comfortable resting.



9. Always park in the appropriately designated section of the rest area. Where the
section of the rest area is shared with heavy transport always be mindful of
their needs and always park at the far end of the rest area in a manner that will
allow heavy transport ease of access.

Note: This is their livelihood and work place and RVs need to share the facilities
in an appropriate manner.

10. Not, as a matter of course, use specific Heavy Vehicle Rest areas [an RV is not a
heavy vehicle]. If it becomes necessary [i.e. there is absolutely no alternative]
to use such an area be mindful of the needs of these vehicles and only use the
far extremity of the facility.

11. Appropriately dispose of all rubbish:

 in rubbish bins provided, or
 by retaining within your RV where rubbish bins are not provided or are

overflowing.

Note: Our aim is to always leave the Rest Area as clean as or cleaner than
we found it. Litter at roadside rest areas is a continuing issue and we must
always play our part so other travellers using the facility are not
disappointed by indiscriminate disposal of rubbish.

12. In appreciation for using rest areas within a shire or locality, purchase fuel or
food as a form of thanks wherever possible.

Note: Actions by of ACC members contravening the Policy Guidelines will poorly
reflect upon ACC and may influence decisions by governing authorities to limit the
rights of caravanners and RVs to utilise roadside Rest Areas for overnight resting.


